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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Newport 
Isle  of  Wight 
Tel.  No, 

Newport  4031 

Mr  Chairman  and  Councillors 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for 
the  year  1971. 

Once  again  the  birth  rate  (16,6)  varied  only  slightly  from  that  of  the  rate  for  the 
country  as  a whole  (16.  0)  but  the  illegitimacy  rate  (9.4)  was  above  the  national 
figure  (8.  0)  for  the  second  year  running. 

The  irfant  mortality  rate  continued  to  fluctuate,  having  fallen  from  27.6  in  the 
previous  year  to  the  present  rate  of  15. 1,  but  a study  of  these  statistics  over  the 
last  twenty  years  reveals  that  usually  this  rate  in  Cowes  is  below  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  and  has  been  higher  on  only  four  occasions,  which  is  quite  an 
acceptable  record.  There  was  a total  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  seven  deaths  at  all 
ages  and  the  local  adjusted  death  rate  (10,4)  was  the  lowest  since  1957. 

Only  seven  cases  of  ordinary  measles  were  recorded  compared  with  one  hundred 
and  seventy  three  the  year  before.  This  disease  will  become  less  prevalent  now 
that  more  and  more  children  are  being  immunised.  On  the  other  hand,  as  far  as 
the  Isle  of  Wight  is  concerned,  the  other  type  of  measles  - german  measles  - 
will  still  be  a problem  in  early  pregnancy  (when  it  can  affect  the  unborn  child)  as 
the  demand  for  protection  from  this  disease  is  comparatively  small.  It  has  been 
suggested  therefore  that  german  measles  immunisation  should  be  carried  out  in 
schools  on  the  Island  as  is  done  with  so  much  success  on  the  mainland. 

Pollution  became  a highly  fashionable  topic  during  1971  and  in  Cowes  we  have  our 
fair  share  of  the  problem.  Smoke,  fortunately,  does  not  create  serious 
pollution  here  but  the  dirty-looking  clouds  being  poured  into  the  atmosphere  by  the 
oil  refinery  on  the  other  side  of  the  Solent  make  us  appreciate  that  we  are  not  often 
to  windward  of  it.  Our  beaches  are  littered  not  only  by  those  who  go  there  for 
relaxation  but  also  by  the  rubbish  thrown  from  passing  ships.  Like  other  resorts 
our  shores  are  occasionally  contaminated  by  oil  slicks.  Dogs  continue  to  foul  our 
pavements.  Swimmers  complain  of  pollution  of  the  sea  by  sewage  and  although 
there  is  no  convincing  evidence  that  this  is  a health  hazard  I,  personally,  would 
think  twice  about  swimming  in  the  Solent  these  days.  Noise  is  another  form  of 
pollution  deserving  comment,  and  in  Cowes  the  Hovercraft  is  probably  the  worst 
offender.  Ir  addition  we  suffer  the  noise  of  low-flying  aircraft,  particularly 
helicopters,  the  noise  of  motor  scooters  on  the  roads  and  power  boats  on  the  sea, 
but  fortunately  we  expect  to  be  spared  the  din  of  supersonic  aircraft. 
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All  types  of  pollution  could,  of  course,  be  eliminated  but  measures  to  do  so  lack 
unanimous  support  due  primarily  to  the  sectional  interests  invariably  involved. 

Attacks  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea,  or  ’tummy  upsets’  as  they  are  politely  termed, 
were  again  common  during  the  year.  However,  in  none  of  the  incidents 
investigated  was  there  any  evidence  that  hygiene  or  sanitation  were  at  fault. 

The  condition  usually  occurs  in  the  form  of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  of  sudden  onset, 
which  even  without  treatment  clears  up  in  a couple  of  days.  It  appears  to  be 
spread  in  the  same  ways  as  influenza  and  is  probably  a virus  infection. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyalty 
and  co-operation.  I would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  support 
during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


2. 


PUBLIC  llKALTll  OFFICERS 


Medical  OlTicer  of  Health 

DWQUANTRILL,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.  , M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

D.T.M.  & II.,  D.  Obst.  , R.C.O.G. 

Senior  FHiblic  Health  Inspector 

D J SULLIVAN,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

E H EVANS,  M.R.S.H.  , M.  A.  P.H.I. 

Clerk 

Miss  J A SQUIBB 

Rodent  Operative 
C A F MORRIS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  5, 542 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1971)  as  per  rate  books  ....  6, 901 

Rateable  value  as  at  April  1st  1971  ...  £716,  866 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1970-1971)  ....  £2,807 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Annual  Estimate)  18,580 


Births 

F 

Cowes  UDC 

England  & Wales 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births 

123 

117 

240 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births 

16 

9 

25 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 , 000  of 

estimated  resident  population 

13.  9 

16.  0 

Comparative  factor  (births) 

1.19 

1.  0 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

16.6 

16.  0 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths 

5 

5 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 

- 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1, 000  live  and 

stillbirths 

18.  5 

12.  2 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

270 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births 

9.4 

8.  0 
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DEATHS 


M F Cowes  UPC  England  & Wales 


Total  No.  of  Deaths  125  112 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 , 000  of 
estimated  resident  population 
Comparative  Factor  (Deaths) 

Comparative  Death  Rate 
Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,  000 
live  and  still  births 
No,  of  deaths  of  legitimate  infants 
under  1 year  of  age  3 1 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants 
under  1 year  of  age 
Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1 , 000 
live  births 

Death  Rate  legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Death  Rat(!  illegiti mat(^  infants  p(‘r  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 
Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 , 000 
live  births 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 , 000  total 
live  and  stillbirths 

N.B.  With  the  exception  of  the  Death  Rate  all 
other  Rates  shown  for  England  & Wales 
are  provisional. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc 
Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
" " stomach 

" " intestine 

" bing,  bronchus 

" ” breast 

" " uterus 

" " prostate 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Diabetes  mellitus 
Anaemias 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc 
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12.  5 

0.  83 

10.4 

Nil 

11.6 
1.  0 
11.6 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

15.  1 

17.6 

16.7 

17.  0 

Nil 

11.3 

24.  0 
12.  0 

11.  3 

10.  0 

29.6 

22.  0 

M 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

3 

) 

5 

4 

8 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

3 

- 

5 

7 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

2 
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Causes  of  death;  (continued) 


Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

(Xlu*i-  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  diseases,  genito-ur inary  system 

Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  seU-inflicted  injuries 

TOTAL:  All  causes 


M 

1 

2 

39 

8 

18 

5 

1 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


F 

1 

1 

23 

18 

18 

6 


4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

5 
1 


7 1 

2 


125  112 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
received  during  the  year  1971 


Ages 

Measles 

Infective 

Pulmonary 

Whooping 

Scarlet 

Jaundice 

Tuberculosis 

Cough 

Fever 

Under  1 year 

2 

— 

1 

- 

1 

and  under  2 years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

tt  tt 

3 years 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

3 

f I tf 

4 years 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

4 

IT  M 

5 years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

5 

tf  If 

10  years 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

10 

If  If 

15  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

15 

If  If 

25  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

If  IT 

35  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

35 

It  M 

45  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

45 

If  If 

55  years 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

55 

IT  If 

65  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

65 

years  and  over 

- 

— 

— 

— 

* 

TOTAL 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 


Rate 

per 

lOOO 


(deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  per 

1,000  LIVE  Births) 


C OWES 
□ ENGLAND  & WALES 


6. 


No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

No  slum  clearance  action  was  taken  during  the  year  owing  to  the  absence  of  any 
Council  house  building. 

PUBLIC  lli'lALTII  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

These  totals  represent  all  inspections  and  other  visits  carried  out  by  the  Public 


Health  Inspectors. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (first  inspection)  862 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (Re-inspection)  1285 

(Xher  inspections  (first  inspection)  935 

CXher  inspections  (re-inspections)  790 

Ineffeet ual  visits  278 


TOTAL  4150 


NtXriCKS  SFRVFl) 

Informal  Forn 

Public  Health  Acts  63  3 


Housing  Act,  1957  (Section  9)  - - 

Housing  Act,  1964  (Section  19) 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1970  made 
under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  11 

Factories  Act,  1961 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956 
Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963  26 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Notices  complied  with  • 59  3 

• LETTERS  RE: 

Housing  Management  3 

Improvement  Grants 


7 


DETAILS  AND  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS: 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

IM’(MTiises  inspected  lor*  nuisances  7.‘^2 

Vertninous  premises  2 

Other  insects  4 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses  8 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  caravans  61 

Animals,  pigs,  poultry  27 

Dustbins 

Accumulations  of  refuse  27 

Drainage  tested  and  inspected  779 

Yards,  passages,  car  parks  3 

IN  EEC/nous  DISEASES 

Enquiries  and  collections  50 

Food  Poisoning 

FOOD  AND  DKUCS  ACE  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE  HECULATIONS 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  65 

Butchers  shops  73 

Fish  shops  14 

Fried  fish  shops  8 

Greengrocers  50 

Grocers  148 

Bakehouses  4 

Licensed  premises  115 

Wholesale  meat  premises  126 

Ice-cream  shops,  premises  and  vehicles  67 

Cooked  meat  shops  4 

Other  food  premises  35 

Unsound  food  157 

SAMPLING 

Ice-cream  sampling  44 

Water  sampling  16 

HOUSING  ACTS 

1964  - Section  19  Inspections 
1957  - Section  9 Inspections 
1957  - Section  16  Inspections 
Overcrowding 

Inspections  re  Clearance  Areas 
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FACTORIES  ACT 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (Mechanical  power)  8 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (Non -mechanical  power)  7 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Observations  and  visits  6 

SHOPS  ACT 

Inspections  and  enquiries  18 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 

Visits  to  Council  houses  247 

Housing  applicants  51 

Housing  enquiries  158 

Conditions  of  tenancy  13 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Holiday  camps,  etc  14 

Public  Conveniences  5 

Rodent  control  27 

Visits  to  owners  or  builders  185 

Swimming  and  paddling  pools  10 

Searches  (Land  Registry)  2 

Ineffectual  visits  278 

Improvement  grants  201 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Food  complaints  8 

Fairs 

Rent  Act  (including  Certificates  of  Disrepair) 

Heating  Appliances  Regulations  1 

Magistrates  Court  3 

Hairdressers  premises  20 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  235 

Noise  Abatement  Act  27 


Farms 

Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Beaches 

Schools 

National  Assistance  Act 

Qualification  Certificates  7 

TOTAL:  4150 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  their  general  duties  of  investigating 
complaints,  securing  the  abatement  of  statutory  nuisances  and  dealing  with 
contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  and  other  Acts.  In  this  connection  645 
complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public. 

Particulars  of  the  various  nuisances  and  defects  remedied  in  properties 


totalling  455  are  tabulated  below: 

Yard  paving  7 

Doors,  windows,  frames,  floors,  sashcords  repaired  30 

Grates,  flues,  chimneys  repaired 

Gutters,  roofs  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  75 

Defective  and/or  choked  drains  remedied  94 

Water  closets  and  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
or  renewed  31 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  2 

Wall  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired  19 

Defective  walls  and  pointing  repaired  2 

Dampness  remedied  18 

Septic  tanks  and  cesspools  emptied  134 

Vermin  eradicated  15 

Decorations  in  food  premises  24 

Sinks  2 

Water  services  2 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-six  complaints  of  infestation  by  rodents  were  made  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  and  the  following  inspections  and 
treatments  were  carried  out: 


Private 

Houses 


Business 

Premises 


Council 

owned 

Premises 


Agricul 

-tural 

Premises 


Hospit; 

Sewer  and 

Treatments  Schooli 


c* 

N/C* 

D.H.* 

O.P.* 

c* 

N/C* 

Initial  Visits 

Rats 

460 

93 

67 

42 

48 

15 

14 

108 

6 

Mice 

84 

39 

18 

18 

3 

— 

— 

- 

7 

Totals 

544 

132 

85 

60 

51 

15 

14 

108 

13 

Re-Visits 

Rats 

1100 

242 

44 

78 

133 

5'6 

4 

345 

3 

Mice 

274 

106 

16 

46 

8 

— 

23 

Totals 

1374 

348 

60 

134 

141 

56 

4 

345 

26 

Grand  Totals  1918 

480 

145 

194 

192 

71 

18 

453 

39 

C*  - Contract  N/C*  - Non-Contract  D.H.*  - Duelling  Houses  O.  P.  ♦ - Other  Premi 
663  minor  rat  infestations  and  109  minor  mice  infestations  were  dealt  with. 
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After  treatment  by  poisoning  with  warfarin,  the  bodies  of  266  rats  and  71  mice 
were  recovered  and  destroyed.  No  evidence  of  immunity  against  warfarin  was 
apparent. 

VF.RMIN  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

No  charge  is  made  by  tin's  authority  for  general  disinfestation  services. 

Cockroaches,  beetles,  woodlice,  silverfish,  ants  etc,  were  dealt  with  in  53  cases. 
15  cases  of  flea  infestation  occurred  and  were  successfully  treated.  There  was 
again  a high  number  of  wasps  nests  destroyed  - 276. 

DRAINAGE 

(a)  General 

Seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  examination,  testing  and  supervision  of  repairs  and  renewals 
of  existing  drainage. 

(b)  Phiblic  Sewers  Vested  in  the  Local  Authority 

Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  governs  the  procedure 
in  connection  with  these  combined  drains  and  clearance  of  30 
stoppages  in  public  sewers  - draining  75  houses  - was  carried 
out  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

HOUSING 

An  extract  from  the  statement  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
in  the  form  of  quarterly  returns  is  summarised  below: 

Housing  Act,  1957 

1.  Houses  demolished  or  closed 

Demolished  or  closed  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

Closed  Nil 

Demolished  Nil 

2.  Repairs 

Unfit  houses  rendered,  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as 
a result  of  informal  action  under  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  123 

3.  Public  Health  Acts.  Formal  Action 
Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  Hy  Owners  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default 

of  Owners  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1957.  Formal  Action 


(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default 

of  Owners  Nil 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 

The  administration  of  Council  houses  is  divided  among  the  various  departments 
of  the  local  authority. 

469  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  housing  management  matters 
delegated  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  within  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  was 
as  follows 


Local  Authority 

Nil 

Housing  Associations 

Nil 

Private  Enterprise 

144 

TOTAL: 

144 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  Conmon  Lodging  Houses  in  this  district. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  applications  for  discretionary  improvement  grants  received 
during  the  year  was  56,  a considerable  increase  over  previous  years.  Of  these 
45  were  approved,  4 refused,  5 withdrawn  and  2 deferred  for  further  information. 

60  applications  for  standard  grants  were  received,  of  which  55  were  approved 
and  5 withdrawn. 

The  'withdrawn’  applications  were  usually  re-submitted  for  alternative  types 
of  grant  more  suited  to  the  proposed  work. 

The  facilities  provided  during  the  year  with  the  aid  of  standard  grants  were 
as  follows 


Fixed  bath  in  a bathroom  5.‘} 

Fixed  shower  in  a bathroom  Nil 

Wash-hand  basin  43 

Hot  water  supply  (to  any  fitting)  46 

Water  closet  within  the  dwelling  41 

Water  closet  accessible  from  the 
dwelling  Nil 

Sink  25 


The  following  payments  were  made  during  the  year;- 

Discretionary  Grants  paid:  26  Total  Cost:  £13,987.00p 

Standard  Grant  paid:  49  Total  Cost:  £ 8,452.00p 
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QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

During  the  year  17  applications  were  received  and  11  certificates  of 
provisional  approval  and  G (lualification  certificates  were*  issued. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPFRVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  is  appended,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  Confectionery  (sweets) 
shops  where  Regulation  19  is  not  applicable,  are  fitted  to  comply  with 
Regulations  16  and  19  of  the  1960  Regulations 


Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kiosks,  Canteens  23 

Butchers  shops  16 

Fishmongers,  poulterers  and  fried  fish 
shops  5 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  14 

Grocers  60 

Bakehouses,  bakers  and  Confectioners  10 

Cooked  meat  shops  5 

Licensed  premises  26 

Meat  storage  depots  4 

Hotels  and  clubs  13 

Confectioners  (sweets)  23 


878  visits  and  inspections  were  made  of  food  premises. 

The  following  items  included  in  informal  notices,  indicate  the  defects  and 
contraventions  found  as  a result  of  the  original  inspections. 


Number  of  notices  served  11 

Defects  and  contraventions  specified  in  notices 

Artificial  lighting  1 

Hot  water  supplies  installed  2 

Decorations  24 

Cleansing  13 

New  sinks  installed  2 

Dustbin  provided  3 

Water  closets  and/or  flushing  cisterns 
repaired  or  renewed  • 6 

Accumulations  of  refuse  3 

Wall  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired  18 

Wash  hand  basins  installed 

Protection  of  food  10 

First  aid  materials  9 
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POULTRY  INSPECTION 


There  is  only  one  poultry  producer  in  this  area,  and  he  supplies  approximately 
600  turkeys  for  the  Christmas  trade. 

The  birds  are  bought  as  ’poults'  in  late  August  or  early  September, 

Although  the  birds  are  killed  - by  neck  wringing  - on  the  farm,  all  evisceration 
and  dressing  is  done  at  one  of  the  producer’s  local  shops  at  which  all 
facilities  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  available. 

15  visits  were  made  to  the  farm  during  the  development  of  the  stock  and  to  the 
shop  during  the  time  of  being  prepared  for  sale. 

No  birds  were  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  or  after  the 
time  of  slaughter. 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  under  review  are 
given  below 


Tins  and  jars  of  fish,  fruit,  vegetables. 


milk  and  cooked  meats,  to  a total  weight  of 

Sugar 

2 cwt. 

1 qr 

1 st 

11  lbs 

8 lbs 

Rusks 

1 cwt. 

2 qrs 

0 St 

0 lbs 

Frozen  foods 

10  cwt. 

0 qrs 

1 st 

12  lbs 

Meat  and  offal 

18  cwt. 

3 qrs 

1 st 

4 lbs 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  1 ton 

13  cwt. 

0 qrs 

1 st 

7 lbs 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

a)  MILK 

There  are  64  registered  milk  dealers  and  5 Dairies  in  the  District. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds  whose  milk  is  retailed 
raw  without  heat  treatment.  These  samples  were  examined  at  the  Fhiblic  Health 
Laboratory,  Portsmouth,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercule  Bacilli. 


No.  of  samples  taken  for  TB  during  1971  41 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  Nil 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  negative  41 

No.  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  Nil 
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b)  ICE-CREAM 


The  number  of  premises  registered  in  this  district  for  the  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  is  129  although  there  are  now  no  actual 
manufacLurers. 

3 new  registrations  were  made  during  1971, 

44  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  the 
results  of  \shich  were  as  follows  :- 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


19  samples 
15  samples 
8 samples 
2 samples 


The  two  Grade  IV  samples  were  from  a soft  ice  machine  which  was  having  a 
certain  amount  of  teething  trouble,  but  subsequent  samples  from  the  same 
machine  proved  satisfactory. 

The  Grade  III  samples  were  from  various  manufacturers,  and  the  results  may 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  deliveries  on  the  Island  are  now  fortnightly  instead  of  weekly 
as  in  the  past. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

Six  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Two  concerned  meat  pies, 
the  first  being  found  to  contain  a piece  of  hide  with  fur  attached  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  manufacturers  was  drawn,  and  the  second  relating  to  stale  pies 
where  it  was  found  that  an  unrefrigerated  vehicle  was  being  used  for  delivering 
the  pies. 

A letter  to  the  manufacturers  resulted  in  a more  satisfactory  system  being 
introduced. 

Two  complaints  of  foreign  bodies  in  bread  - a nail  and  a piece  of  wire  - resulted 
in  successful  prosecutions.  A further  complaint  about  the  same  bakery  firm, 
a piece  of  string  in  a current  bun,  resulted  in  a warning  to  the  bakers.  The 
string  was  thought  to  be  similar  to  that  used  for  securing  sacks  of  bun  mixture 
delivered  to  the  bakery  from  an  outside  source. 

Another  complaint  concerning  alleged  unsound  corned  beef  was  found  to  be 
unsubstantiated. 

FOOD  POISONING 

In  August  notification  was  received  from  Islington  Borough  Council  that  a Cowes 
resident  employed  as  a staff  restaurant  manageress  in  a large  company  based 
in  Islington  was  suffering  from  a salmonella  infection. 

She  returned  home  to  Cowes  and  a series  of  stool  specimens  were  taken  while 
she  received  treatment  from  a local  general  practitioner. 

Weekly  specimens  between  6.  8.  71.  and  1.  9.  71.  all  proved  positive,  and  the 
salmonella  was  typ)ed  as  Enteriditis,  which  is  often  associated  with  the  practice 
of  cooking  deep  frozen  poultry  without  adequate  prior  thawing. 
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No  other  cases  of  food  poisoning  had  occurred  among  the  company’s  staff. 

The  patient  was  accustomed  to  dining  at  various  cafes  around  Islington. 

Stool  specimens  taken  on  10,  13  and  14  September  all  proved  negative  and  the 
patient  was  admitted  back  to  her  employment. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

There  are  now  303  shops  in  the  district. 

18  inspections  were  made  under  the  Act  which  included  evening  and  Sunday 
observations  in  connection  with  ’Closing  Hours’.  In  this  particular  connection 
the  Local  Authority  exercise  delegated  powers  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  County 
Council. 

On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  a notice  for  any  contraventions 
of  the  Act. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Appended  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  supplied  to  the  Minister  of 
Labour: 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Na  of 

persons 

employed 

Office 

2 

50 

20 

200 

Retail  Shops 

1 

122 

42 

501 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

5 

5 

19 

Catering  establishments  1 

open  to  the  public,  canteens 

27 

27 

221 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

4 

4 

37 

TOTAL:  4 208  98 

Total  number  of  visits  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 

under  the  Act  - 195 

978 

(Males:  353 
Females:  6 

44  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  39  have  been  complied  with. 
There  were  no  minor  accidents  during  the  year. 

Guillotines 

During  the  year  our  attention  was  drawn  to  a desk  trimmer  or  guillotine,  supplied 
by  a local  firm  of  office  equipment  suppliers.  On  examination  we  considered 
that  this  was  not  adequately  guarded. 
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The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity 
whose  engineering  department  confirmed  our  opinion. 

Food  Slicing  Machine 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  every  establishment  using  food  slicing 
machines  were  supplied  with  a copy  of  S.H.W.14,  and  in  most  cases  the 
booklet  now  hangs  near  to  the  machine. 

All  registered  premises  were  visited  during  the  year  and  no  legal  action  was 
necessary  to  remedy  the  various  defects. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  mains  water  supply  to  the  Cowes  area  is  derived  solely  from  the  Isle  of 
Wight  River  and  Water  Authority  upon  which  all  local  authorities  on  the  Island 
are  represented. 

The  supply  is  mainly  from  Carisbrooke  except  for  the  lower  part  of  West  Cowes 
which  is  supplied  from  the  deep  well  at  Broadfields  Fhimping  Station. 

Analysis  reveals  no  evidence  of  plum  bo -solvent  action,  and  no  special 
precautions  are  therefore  necessary.  There  is  a natural  fluoride  content  of 
rather  less  than  0. 1 parts  per  million. 

There  are  6,  901  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  with  an  estimated  population  of 
18,  000  all  of  which  are  supplied  from  the  mains. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  regularly  by  the  staff  of  the 
Water  Authority  and  results  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Where 
considered  necessary  check  samples  are  arranged  or  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  The  results  of  the  64  samples  taken  were:- 


West  Cowes 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory 

TOTAL 

Broadfields  Well 

9 

— 

- 

9 

Broadfields  Reservoir 

5 

- 

1 

6 

Low  Level  Area 

15 

- 

1 

16 

Tower  Area 

13 

- 

- 

13 

Newport  Direct  Supply 

- 

- 

- 

— 

East  Cowes 

Newport  Direct  Supply 

' 20 

20 

SEWERACiE 

The  consultant's  report  on  the  sewerage  of  the  district  is  still  being  considered 
by  government  departments  and  other  authorities,  and  in  the  meantime  no  further 
development  is  allowed  in  the  Northwood  area  on  account  of  the  overloading  of  the 
sewer  serving  that  area. 
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Surcharging  ol  some  sewers  occurs  under  storm  conditions,  and  some  flooding 
of  low  lying  areas  when  storm  conditions  coincide  with  very  high  tides,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  a new  sewerage  system  for  the  area  will  not  be  too  long  delayed. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  district  open  to  the  general  public,  but  an 
open  air  pool  in  a holiday  camp  is  used  by  two  schools  for  swimming  instruction. 

5 samples  from  this  pool  and  3 from  the  adjoining  paddling  pool  during  the  summer 
were  all  satisfactory. 

The  paddling  pool  at  another  holiday  camp  was  sampled  on  3 occasions,  2 of  these 
being  satisfactory. 

The  indoor  swimming  pool  at  a local  school  was  frequently  checked  for  residual 
chlorine  and  the  3 samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 

An  open  air  pool  was  recently  installed  at  another  school  and  a check  sample 
before  the  pool  was  used  in  the  summer  proved  satisfactory. 

Sampling  of  the  paddling  pool  on  East  Cowes  Esplanade  in  which  sea  water  is 
hand  chlorinated  daily  produced  good  results  from  the  3 samples  taken. 

NOISE 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  6 sources  of  noise. 

Hovercraft  testing  continues  to  be  the  source  of  occasi  onal  complaint  but  only 
in  isolated  cases,  and  most  residents  seem  to  tolerate  the  noise  which  is  kept 
to  a minimum  by  the  manufacturers. 

Complaints  were  received  from  neighbouring  residents  of  extractor  fan  noise  in 
two  different  factories.  In  both  cases  alteration  in  the  trunking  resulted  in  no 
further  complaints  being  received. 

A further  complaint  concerned  a gas  boiler  plant  being  left  on  at  week-ends  when 
no  work  was  being  done  at  a factory,  and  this  practice  was  discontinued  following 
representations  being  made  to  the  firm  concerned. 

Complaints  were  also  made  about  noisy  night  shift  workers  at  another  factory, 
and  again  complaints  ceased  upon  representations  being  made  to  the  firm. 

Noisy  neighbours  were  the  source  of  another  complaint  but  this  is  not  the  t5q)e  of 
nuisance  able  to  be  dealt  with  by  means  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act. 

CLEAN  AIR 

Generally  speaking  Cowes  has  very  few  clean  air  problems,  all  industries  in  the 
area  using  smokeless  fuels,  and  there  is  a general  trend  towards  their  use  in 
domestic  premises. 
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One  morning  in  September,  however,  the  whole  of  Cowes  UDC  area  and  some 
other  parts  of  the  Island  were  engulfed  in  acrid  fumes.  Enquiries  revealed  that 
there  was  a temperature  inversion  combined  with  a light  northwest  wind  followed 
by  practically  no  air  movement.  Fumes  from  chimney  stacks  on  the  mainland 
were  carried  across  the  Solent  and  three  accidental  releases  into  the  atmosphere 
from  chemical  works  on  the  mainland  coincided  with  the  peculiar  weather 
conditions,  giving  rise  to  the  atmosphere  pollution  which  took  some  hours  to 
disperse. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A weekly  collection  service  for  the  district  is  provided  throughout  the  year. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  on  a charge  basis  and  the  daily  collection  through  Bath 
Road,  High  Street  and  Birmingham  Road  is  of  benefit  to  tradespeople  particularly 
in  the  holiday  months. 

The  year  under  review  will  be  the  last  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  by  tipping  on  a 
privately  owned  tip  on  the  bank  of  the  River  Medina.  A new  pulverisation  plant  to 
serve  Newport  Borough,  Cowes  UDC  and  part  of  the  I.O.W.R.D.C.  is  now  in 
operation. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  five  licensed  Caravan  sites  in  the  area,  three  at  West  Cowes  and  two 
at  East  Cowes.  The  permitted  number  of  caravans  on  these  sites  is  178. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Local  Authorities  or  ’District  Councils'  as  they  are  termed  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1961,  are  responsible  for  administering  the  provisions  relating  to:- 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories; 

Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature  and 
ventilation  in  non-mechanical  power  factories; 

Homework  (Outworkers)  - Conditions  of  premises 
in  relation  to  health  of  outworkers. 

A summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Department  of  Employment  and 
Productivity  follows 
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Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  incl- 
uded in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

61 

14 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Ixjcal  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) 

2 

2 

- 

Total 

66 

19 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  ’cases'.  ) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred 

byH.M. 

Inspector 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Other  Sections  of  the  Act 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

t 

6 6 

i < 

Total 

6 6 

- 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outwork  (Section  133  and  134) 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list  as  required  by  Sections  133  (l)(c)(2) 

Lampshades  21 

Other  class  of  work  4 

25 
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